g ~ " The Way to Answer

neral Certificate of Education (Adv. Level) Exumimmfm
April 2011

- English 11 o f

2 (@
M a @ 3« @ d G)  d
(b) P T o

The modern hismr_\‘ of Si
Lanka is marked by two
critical happenings namely the 1956
cleestian victory of Mr. Bandaranaike'
National Socialist Coalition and the
1971 Insurrection. The Buddhist Education
system of revivalists and the
Sinhala Language reforms resulted in
the emergence of a highly
politicized vernacular intelligentsia that ' wils
responsible for the clection f victory
which transferred power from ’ the
hitherro powerful westernized elite ; to
a sinhala speaking intelligentsia, | A
younger generation of this Sinhala
speaking national reformist group products
of the new Sinhala ’ Education
policy who as a ' result
of this new eduction trend
now had high aspirations in
education and professions found themselves
disappointed frustrated and angry. This
was the outcome of a
stagnant economy, financial pressures due
to the Governmenr's nationalization and
socialization policies and the resulting
increase in unemployment. These disappointed 1
youth groups still strongly nativist, 1
turned to drastic measures which
resulted in the 1971 insurrection, - j
a development seen for the ; ‘i
fiese time in Sri Lanka.
Further, ' the impact of the
Socialist and Communist ideologies became
increasingly apparent in the sixties

: and seventies in literature and

- lmore | intensely in | drama,
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3.

(1) The subject of this conversation is Signor Carella whom Miss Abbot is in love with aand wishes to marry.

2) Miss Abbot do o1 di
(2) e ;i es nolt) E:arle about social differences but regards love as the basis of marriage but her brother-in-law
. 1S - 1 3 B . . . .
» is snobbish yet practical and considers social status and a good job to be the basic requirements for

marriage.
3) ‘The conversation i i : B '
3) L s !Jetwee.:n Philp Herriton and his sister-in-law Miss Abbor, Philip, apparently, is older and seems
protective attitude towards Miss Abbot and also wishes her to marry someone with status and high

connections. Miss Abbot seems rather afraid of him but covers up this attitude by trying to answer boldly.

(4) Kicking his heels - not doing anything definite
general conscription - all able people enlisted
crack regiment - the one regard as the best

really unworldly - unambitious, unselfish and not materialistic
(5) ghc corlgersagon starts in a formal manner with “What is he please?. The speaker doesn’t seem approve of what
e c;s asking about. The girl senses this disapproval and tries to stand her ground by answering in a careless, rather
audacious manner knowing what she says will not be approved of. Finally the questioner, Philip, becomes openly
sarcastic and Miss Abbot sensing his complete disapproval and disgust appeals for an end to the sarcasm and answers

honestly.

(4) (i) ‘They are factory workers who have been working all night on a night shift.
(2) Their lives are different in that they work all night under. fluorescent lights and with the continuous loud
sound of machines. Tired out, they get home at breakfast time when their, wives leave for work. They sleep
* during day time and get up to lcave for work when the sun is going down and the moon is coming up.

The line means that for them the normal timework, life pattern is completely disrupted and their lives and

3
: normal work blindly follow a topsy-turvey schedule.
(4) Imagery suchassun and moon, working wives going for work in the morning, the sun and the moon shining °
turvey lives the night workers live for them night merges

together bring out the completely unnatural topsy-

into day and day into night with no respite.
sympathy and understanding. For them the hours are dislocated

heir working wives leaving home at the time they get home

(S) The poet regards these night shift workers with
hen the day is over and its back to night work. The poet

day after day. Their family life is disrupted with t
fatigued and numbed by factory noise, they wake w
sees their mechanical lives, feels for them but sees no respite.
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Part A

01.

: « » hello when he sets foor on C ¥
(@) These lines, from Shakespeare’s play “Othello”; are spokt':n by O]t' ¢ ”([)}1 w. bad got maeer YPrus ahery
- ridden voyage and is met by Desdemona who had arrived eaclier. ey had g ,inV,

(b)  These are lines from Shakespeare’s C

(©  This i an extract from Antop Chekov’s

(d)  Thisisan extract from Garciy Lorcd’s play “The House of Bernards Alba” These words are address
the younges; daughter of Bernarda, by Popjci

she advices Adely to contro]
advice is correct and moral

Plays - desire - which the characrers
€y are unhappy and frustrated. )
(€  These words are g

Vladimir i Samue] Becket’s

overnight forgotten the happenings

o hang themselyeg on the tree. The

02.
(a)

Miss Havisham too seemed to realize jr.,

(b)  This js an extract from
on hearing aboy, Mari
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(c)  This is an extract form Nadine Gordimer’s novel “July’s People” which deals with the Black - White issue in
South Africa upder Apartheid. The Blacks, discriminated against for years by the white government have arisen
against the Whites and the Smales, a more liberal - minded family are conducted to safety by July, their employee
for fifteen years. In his village the Smales adjust themselves to the near-primitive type of living. In dry seasons
water is difficult and Bam Smale improvises a tank. This is what the Smale’s eldest boy Victor comes excited,
exclaiming about. He regards the water in the tank to be theirs alone - the White attitude - But his mother asks
him who owns the water - water which is naturally free and basically needed by all humans. The boy
still cries “It’s ours”. But July tactfully points out to Vicror that his father is a clever man, there is plenty of rain,
everyone is happy and the father’s clever move has pleased everyone - The way things should be in the country.

(d)  This is an extract from Nihal Silva’s novel “The Road from Elephant Pass”. In a conversation Kamaka asks
Wasantha how his Scholarship Fund Monitor Mr. Karl Dias, who had had so much influence on him, died. He
had been knocked down by a bus and Wasantha who was so overcome by the loss had searched for the drive,
who had been dismissed by the bus owner, and traced him to his home in a remote Akuressa village. Wasanthas
intention was revenge but the plight of the dismissed driver, the poverty in which he and his family lived, the
conditions under which he had worked, touched Whsantha who even gave him some money. This reveals the
kindness and understanding of Wasantha and also paves the way for Kamala to indirectly suggest that he should
not be in the Army. This was due to her concern for him but she gives it a humorous twist by saying he should
have been in the Wild Life Department, and not in the army.

This extract is from the short story ‘Professional Mourners’ by Alagu Subramaniam. The story revolves round
the death of a grandmother in, apparently, Jaffna, in bygone days and “the show of gricf” in accordance with
obsolete cultural practices organized by an uncle who takes upon himself the role of ‘Master of Ceramonies'.
Juxtaposed with this is genuine sorrow expressed in private. The incident is presented through the eyes of a child,
a grandson who ‘sees it all’ from an observer’s point of view.
The extract present the reaction of the Master to the non - arrival of the ‘professional mourners’, poor, low - caste
women who are expected to wail and howl in grief at the funeral. He goes angrily in search of them. He finds
two sister - mourners whose mother has just expired. Naturally, they cannot come. They will come on the next
occasion (funeral). This makes the ‘Master’ rant and fume as seen in the extract. It exposes the hypocrisy, the
false social standards and above all the feudalistic attitudes of a class and caste structured society of (hopefully) a
. by-gone agé. ' .
This is an extract from the poem “Disabled” by Wilfred Owen. In this striking poem, Owen who had first - hand
experience of the horrors of war (the first world war), presents in the mind -set of a young popular athlete now

maimed for life and completely dependent on others, the lasting damage war can do.

The extract refers to the false ideas of the glory of war and enlistment which made him join the army, even giving

a false age as he was still a teenager.
In this extract we see the false, unreal attitude to war which made him enlist. It was the heroism, glory and the

perks and fan - fare that made him enlist, together with the wish to show off to his gitl friend Meg and the other
“giddy jilts”. He had no thought of the enemy (the Germans) he would have to fight against - just fantasy and
imaginary glory. Now confined to a wheel chair, a maimed dependent with his blasted life before him, he recalls

with bitterness the false illusion of war.
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Part B

s Daina - all human beings” y;
| hat she loved and trusted all human beings Discygg
L, 3 eragedy was that s ‘
« onas trage y -
() “Desdeme elationsh;
_ ntering on the relationship betweg
‘ «O¢hello” is a domestic tragedy C"nf F Desdemona, [} " the
Shaespeare’s play Oraellor 38 g Venitian society beauty Des =, S Tagedy ,

; . youn S o
: ice, and the y i F that cause the tragedy op, Y Appegs
S M e O‘F Venf t’hc villain Tago but the basic factors gedy are seen g, aris'ctfobe
e hinations o
outcome of the mac

; i mselves. ey
 chief protagonists the d and trusted all human beingg, Dcsdcm(,n‘,l

((l i
, ove ,
: ven Desdemona 3 - g Wasy,
According to the statement gt Fhigh standing in Venice, she would hay, le g

d b h d h f B bq i 'llld a Pfrson 0
an ; e.llg e :]‘llg ero antio a senator ¢ o ) ‘ :
: t t rd l;lal APP ll‘CIltly Shc h:ld no lllOl’hL‘l lOr Sl]C ran th(. h()US . [(Or i st
i V. i imi i SC[UP. < C
llfe mo lng mna llmltc S0Cl i

longed to listen to Othello’s account of his experiences.
“....the house affairs would draw her thence
“Which ever as she could with haste despatch
shed come again.....

Her elopement and marriage with Othello despite so many d'iﬁ'er RECE and [lhe sz]‘";]nainn.She gives o hey
in the presence of the Duke and others, about where her ﬁ.rst duty lies brings out}f t 1el eptt and SmCCI'.lty Of hey o
Othello. Her unstinting efforts to help Cassio to regain his place and the trust she places in the Cunning lago, Al
to display her love and trust where people were concerned.

But other factors too contribute to her tragedy - factors that come from her nature and upbringing,

Her extreme innocence and childishness and her passive obedience are also res
instance in her efforts to help Cassio regain his lost position she tells him.

“.... My Lord shall never rest - -

ponsible for her tragedy |

T'll watch him tame and talk him out of patience.
| intermingle everything he does
With Cassio’s suit,”

and true to her word, even all him back but not just then, she childs
continues her plea with :
“But shall it be shortly?”
 “Shall it be tonight ar supper?”

3 ) - .
“Why then, tomorrow night or Tuesday Morn?
I prithee, name the time,

Exceed three days...”

but let it not

By overdoin . . b o : L
o}l;elieve Iagg’sa\z(ijclzvzr- P Cr}rllphaslsmg repeatedly her [ove for Cassio - making comments [hilti[?s
¢d 1nsinuations, she unwitt] . Furtnct
‘ . : tingly makes ituati : worse Furt
Iy trusts Igao for istance aSking him 8y the situation caused by jealousy, S
Riy , .
‘Am | thay name, Jago?”

. “Othell
. foolish

“When Othello calls her “strumper”
e Thig Desdernongs
- nocence an obedience,

tragedy is her 5

l-e ; | e
mbracmg love ang trust together with other factors such as chi o
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¢ Elinot tu e ” B e Vil gt ey LUATNS BTN
dgement. Her teelings werg ¢,

e : ng to s3Y ‘ iudge
il ryvit‘WOUI d not be qultz Wft’angd e d coolness of ju gn sveryching. Her fe i
5 ' 3 g “ce
N Ig t 'ien.c bl.md I tr¢ngth " e‘fs nsi le and clever but eggcrl ‘ . X lng ‘Co ]d ;
r_hOllgh only nl . M ianne t ! ) | » : e
O“;'t UOVCI-_D ‘ . ) i \ ;
 and she was 1 prudent: rachment of Elinor and Edward Ferrars was one thy,
| solvements: 1250\ faiannic who could never love by halves anq ¢,
«here are other points to be considere &

ers i tic in

i ve their roman veme -

Both sisters havethelr ™ com © oy dispPr Nk
| b e Elinor €XP ains to her

ts in full strengt? ©

jving the impression

. i ment
arianneés involveme
appen to D&, , C
¢ they happ Jrianne feels dlspleascd with E

I, from the outset: There is no concey

that they are engaged anda gy, Lt

linor when she wants Conﬁrm-m~ o0
’ i Matjg,

atch she has found, and th‘;_ wr
Tony

rfect m
finds herself dropped and j

is settled- Mrs. Dashwood
. Willoughby’ the pe

of an engagement

' Dcspitc. her intense Jove for'-and ;

impression created that everything is setie * )

by%(/illoughby and she reacts badly to the di ment €ven

nearly dying- ; s
iffident and sad:

blems. Edward seerms diffide i b N

Elinor too has her pro Elinor i d by
) 1 is d
en asks Elinor for suppor: e ne and taking the necessary act
her affair to herself. Her sad experiences

Edward and ev ; : iy
herself giving all her thoughts and attention to Marian

on the other hand thinks all is well with Elinor and that she selfishly keef.)s . s only t ence,
- resulting mostly from her foolishness and sentimentality do not help to give her mature y.h aJr{l y the fevelanon of
Elinor problems and the realization of how she handled them giving no trouble to others that makes Marlanne realizc,
how wrong she has been. . _ - o
¢ is Elinor’s experiences and not her own that bring maturity t

cals to Elinor, her engagem em t

Lt
eeps her thoughts and feelings i
ion wherever necessary. Marianflgé

cy Steel rev

o Marianne.

Hence i
er of July in July’s People is symbolic of the changing relati_onshi»l’jj

“The evolution of the charact

c)
between the coloniser and the colonised .” Discuss.
“July’s People” by Nadine Gordimer is a novel dealing with Apartheid in South Affrica and the rising reaction to.
it among the indegenous people in the from of a revolution. By
July is the South Africa servant of the Smales - Bam and Maureen - who with their three children had begnllwng |
The Smales had always treated their coloured servant July, well and when deteriorating relations
e - It was  not a village buta

the safely of his hom

and working in the city.
- “guiding them

led to black attacks on whites,
habitation of mud houses occupied on

in their bakkie.

July brought the white family to
ly by members of his extended family

through the wilderness
p continues with the Smales and their children qulckl)’ :‘
eep in. July weilds authority among his

he switch keys and drives it along with
BueJuly

The liberal employers - loyal - employee relationshi
uly’s home. But gradually changes in attitude cr

adapting to the way of life in J
eople. The bakkie is hi i ith i
fnoltnher : e 1th1dden but July tinkers about with it. Gradually he takes t
ung marn. i iving wi i
3 young am warns him about driving without a licence and the bakki i ir di
e er : e bakkie leading to their discovery:
aY 3 . )
ou know I'm tell them I get it from you in town. The bakkie is mine.”
This tenden ‘reply’ i V o ‘l‘
cy to ‘reply’, to disagree with the ° S ¢ ' i
We see thi . _ gree with the masters order or opini : il
thata i gof example in the discussion regarding medicine for R opinion contintes to develop in a subtle mannef: §
nno . . - i crers |
yed, Bam turned aside while Maureen handled July tactfi }Ilce i)cough and Bam having the car keys Inmattefsg
: ully but there was a contempt and humiliation that

came from their blood and his.”

16
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: B ich burn off in no

bk - x . ! . ai

P e - dowi e left . “caving something”

ar tries 10 make - d° WIhth -}O'I;ld suggests raking turns eSS . ‘ 3 E:
ights fal

me thn hg ]

o llf Comrcsi Shukum _ .
* rcaling s child - Bood P
; “Sa)’ sdmﬂhing to CaCh O‘fher , v ld bcfore” . b
ne each other something they Ve  culminating in Shukumar’s revelation that the bﬁb’y
3 ets in the dark ¢ _ it makes the marital rift deeper. e

aling personal sect - heenment
this manner brings 20 enlig oy tarkness has only brought sadness to N
fI;inally they switch off the lights themselves and weep. fé"ri;‘

telli

This results in reve
boy. But darkness used in

The-power cut ends carlier th
by bringing out wha should have be

things they now knew”. -

an expécted but th
en left in the dark.

| . »
“Acti Reaction™.
response to the story Action and

(b) Discuss your personal
with a situation currently strongly pr_év‘{lé
sinhala idiom and normally spoken Sinh;
in general and students in particular,

y Chitra Fernando deals

Josely connected with the
al to Sri Lankan readers
nected with religion and spending large sums on ¢

The short story ‘Action and Reaction’ b
in Sri Lanka. It is further written in language ¢
Perhaps it is these factors that give it a strong appe

The exaggerated artitude to religion especially the rituals con A - :
embellishment of places of worship in the belief that it brings merit to the donor is widely }?réctlsed, especially amo,
femnale devorees. At the same time what is done in this manner is broadcast high and low giving the donor the pub
image of a paragon of virtue. This is what we see in Loku Nenda and her sharadda and later in Kusuma. A

kindness consideration care and doing ones best for all living things-

But the real virtues of any religion - love,
hat Kusuma turns out to be and in Lo

sadly missing. What we see is hypocrisy and its repercussions. This is seen in w
Nenda’s final stages. Further the misconceptions and misuse of ‘Karma’ or ‘Fate’ is another factor we find in our socie

For instance, we see this in Loku Nendas response to Mahinda’s smoking on the sly:

The presentation of the story is very appealing and the psychological factors and issues of the false religio
obsession provide an added interest to this short story which is highly topical and mirror’s certain social and religio

short - comings we see around us.

(c) What is the theme of Hills Like White Elephant? Discuss with reference to the text

The main them “Hills Li i |
TRt erf r}{e sgorF story H.IHS Like White Elephant” is abortion, a controversial social issue th
p y in America during the writer, Ernest Hemingway’s, time.

same time extremist groups too emerged ing i

resulting in promiscui
Ui i ; ) promiscuity and unwanted pr. . . e
kitchen table’ abortions which caused much suffering and even death pregnancies. This resulted in illegal «

‘In thls story the gitl Jig, and an American have met
: } : .
. ou;:mcs. 'Ihfcyhgo around trying out various eats and drinks
In the way of their enjoym is in this i
ents.

e Aol miey’rhe mafr IlS in r%us instance that the masculine and feminine attitudes to il]
an operation at all” “i;’s it l’ ’315 a simple solution - abortion - for him it is simpl o i’ o

! : to let the air in and then i’ \ e R v'
male view - a selfish atri — : then its all perfectly natural”.... “we’ s
ns wriade devord of fclng, y al”.... “we’ll be fine afterwards.” Th

and i
got together during random travels through variot

g
e

-But the girl’s attitude is different. She is the one who |
§ vho h

- face the emotional conflict that this engenders, S}, as to undergo the o
: ‘ . She

. peration - e 1
wants o have the baby ndure the ph

although she has not tho
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