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Drama Essentials
The success of the University
Dramatic Society during Dr. Ludowyke’s | time
was due to his ability
as a. producer despite poor
stage and player choice facilities.
But the ineffectiveness of the
Dramsoc | today is not due
to Dr. Ludowyke’s absence but because
of ongoing social changes outside.
The Dramsoc did introduce better
western drama to players but
it catered to an English
educated minority that considered Sinhala
and Tamil culture inferior. This
attitude perhaps still prevails in
the Dramsoc but is unsuitable
to today’s intellectual climate. Original
dramatic writing in the context
of the culcure and social
intellectual | climate ~of the day
is © what society needs today.
A healthy living dramatic tradition
is needed and it has .
to be in Sinhala and
Tamil for society in general
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(3) This means that he could hardly ever be caught for his undershand dealings because his fine judy,
always made him pick on the correct people for his activities and because he was so

Inent' o
and planning and plotting that he would never make a mistake

cXperienced jp, nefarious
(4) (@) Asa magistrate U Po Kyin showed a strong sense of justice. His judgements were strict]

for being so fair was a safety measure for after taking bribes from both parties concerned he act ed%
knowing the result of 2 wrong judgment. : P

(b) As a clever crook he
through his knowledg

their employees did any wrong.

is positiol istrate by taking bribes from both parties i 4
in exploited his position as magistrate by |
? Elje:fi(:ii(xzsmtitga:ening peiple,‘sharing his ‘loot’ with loyal supporters of crime and co

poem is based is the presentation of
managed to escape from 3 djs

the feclings and th
aster apparently an attack o 4 vil
winter..,,

oughts of a man wh
lage on the hif]

s during a cold season, pefj
(2) This phrase means

that exhaustjon and the reactj
had seen and unde

0N to a traum
rgone

atic experience had takep his mind off wh

(3) The owl’s cry was sad (meloncholy) and ominoys,

(4) To the poet the ow| Tepresents a symboljc reminder of his [yc
struck the village at night. It alsq brin

ky escape form the disaster - perhaps attack -
85 to mind the remembrapces of those who were Jegs lucky and v
now lying dead.

(5)

Next comes the realization of his esca

«

pe while others had been less fortunate,

...... telling me plain what I escaped”

There is pity for those less fortunate who “,..__ lay under the stars,
Soldiers and poor unable to rejojce”

And overa| there is thar fceling of sorrow s
[13

Pread out by the owls cry,
2 most meloncholy cry”
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Part A

0l.
(a) Thi‘s extract is from Shakespeare’s play “Othello.” The first four lines - up to sulphur - are from Iago’s soliloquy
while the remark that follows comes from Othello who has just entered.

On ago’s bidding his wife Emilia has stolen Desdemona’s treasured handkerchief - a special gift from Othello -
and-_ Em“ilia wants it back to return to Desdemona if “it is not for some purpose. Tago however dismissess Emilia
saying “T have use for it” Iago then soliloquises on “his use for it” and his plan to poison Othellos mind against
Desdemona. This is the carly stage of Tago’s diabolical plan to make Othello suspicious and jealous and to turn
him against Desdemona and thus hurt Othello whom in reality he hates.

(b) In thi; extract from Shakespeare’s Comedy “A Midsummer Nights Dream” we see Theseus, Duke of Athens,
listening to Demetrius’s explanation of the lovers mix-up that caused so much heart-ache but has now been
solved. The reference to “food” is his love for Helena to whom he was betrothed to but from whom he turned
away due to a sudden infatuation for Hermia - the “sickness.” But the passing fancy is now over and he will be

“true to Helena “for evermore.” The imagery used is light and in keeping with the love tangle that this comedy

presents.

This is an extract from the play “The Seagull” by Anton Chekov. The words are those of Trigorin, a successful
writer who is explaining to young Nina what the life of a writer is like. This is part of a long explanation about
himself as a writer in reply to Nina’s remark “your life is beautiful” He is a successful writer who writes one story
after another. He enjoys success. Yet he regrets what he calls his “younger better days” because he is dissatisfied
and regretful that he could not enjoy his youth. He is the lover and admirer of the popular actress Arkadina but

at the same rime he is flattered by the ‘hero worship’ of young Nina who longs to be an actress.

(©

(d)  This extract is from Garcic Lorca’s play “The House of Bernarda Alba” and these impatient words are those of the
- disgruntled, domineering Bernarda Alba who is speaking to her daughter as though she were a hired hand. The
reference is to the breeding stallion which is apparently in heat. Bernarde is trying to build up her herd of horses

using her money and going through what she terms a lot of unpleasantness.

() These words are from Samuel Beckett’s play “Waiting for Godot” and they are said by Vladimir to Estragon
almost at the start of the drama, when Estragon with a supreme effort has managed to pull off his boot which he
puts on again after examining the inside. The two tramps are waiting for Godot who hasn’t turned up. Suddenly
Estragon refers to “the two thieves” The reference is to the two thieves crucified along with Jesus Christ. One is
said to have been saved by Christ. Some of the Evangelists were supposed to have been affected. But Estragon

. UAT 3 » .
sees no purpose in what has been done. He remarks “Nothing can be done” reflecting a theme of human

impotence - Nothing done.

02.

() This is an extract form the novel “Great Expectations” by Charles Dickens. The conversation is between Pip and
Estella. Pip, much changed from his change of fortune, has returned to his home area in response to a message
from Miss Havisham, brought to him by Joe — that Estella is back. Out in the garden Estella refers to Pip’s fight
with the “pale young gentleman” which she watched secretly and later allowed Pip to kiss her. The pale young
gentleman was Herbert Mathew now, Pip’s great friend. The words bring out Estella’s haughtiness and selfishness

and her secret liking for Pip.
(b) The words spoken here are those of Mrs. Jennings in Jane Austen’s novel “Sense and Sensibility.” Mrs. Jennings
- is the motherly, good natured, fun- loving and talkative mother-in-law of Sir John Middleton. She had brought =~

Elionor and Marianne to London where Marion finally realized that Willoughby had let her down complctely
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(©)

(d)

~ does not kil the men o Kamald’s plea. This inciden s one of several that serve to bring

. ies to console her with 4 glass of vy, - .7l

- ev d in this extract Mrs. Jennings tries : : . ine -

lfhc: nsd ubtirtyuigl?:;az:i,a“ h:;l Elionor declines the kindness with explanation Mrs, Jep; NgS goog . h:r_ g
Care . CC

. “I will drink the wine myself.” We see here ]anc Austen’s subtle humOUf and her CIQSG Observéﬁo(:lurdh
says !
depiction of people in her society. - - b
This passage is from Nadine Gordimer’s novel “July’s People” a novel dealing with the black “White

: il i is incident refers to Bam living in hidjp in 11, CT0ble
during the time when Apartheid was still in force.. This lnCl' i theithatch of tho o T}% nJu,lYSvﬂ['v
and attempting to hunt wart — hogs with the gun he kept hidden in the thatch o ,S ut.” The Young g
local — wanted to hold the gun. When Bam inquired “Have you ever fired a shot: t.he young myy Danié
indicates he hasn’t making the others laugh because the whites are unaware of present clrcumstances b

reaction to White injustice is building up.

together breaking down the barriers of petty communalism and showing the human nee
corporation

nda in her old age and Kusuma whom she brought y
ally creating 2 hard

ker here js the personified mirror thy
- whose anguished mind is in a tysg)
looks in the mirrg
nl. »

ers” - candles, the moon to g
try, the style in which Plath wrote.
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Part B

5, Drama

@ ov?::::lv)l;ou s;{):iht?zt'omt;uo Was morea victim than an agent of his own tragedy? Justify your point
YP ing the significance of the actions of Othello which finally led to the murder of

Desdemona.-

; « . ,
ol dierlgfsl\ljla:;f ?ésecse;rta%ve }i}: is?'zzzgzedovii‘:lo the General of the Yene.tian forces is a brave, able 'and exPerience.d
spoken of as “the warlike Moor” the valiant M great respect and a-dj’fuianon by people of jxll ran.ks in Vemce._ He is
ok ekin L wins the love of and : oor” “our great captain’, “a 'worthy Govc.rnor. DCSP.lte his maturity and
the quirks of bissoning pene Ho ;ncames .Desdemona a young, fair Venetian beauty, kind and loving, “one that excels
; by . ver his greatness, honestly, good fortune and perhaps his racial position earns him
a'cunnmg, vicious enemy, lago whom he unknowingly loves and trusts and who plots his destruction making him
distrust the innocent Desdemona whom he murders - but later discovers the truth and kills himself.

—planned. They are meant to succeed. But on the other hand certain

) . .
lago’s machinations are cruel, subtle and well
due to circumstances)

weaknc.:sses in Othello which affects his actions - some inherent (in him), some cirecumstancial (
- contribute to his tragedy. Chief among these are his one-sided experience in life which is limited to war at the neglect

of social l'lfe..Added to this is the fact that he belongs to another culture and that his lack of social experience in Venice
makes him ignorant of Venetian society life, especially among the ladies. He falls in love and marries at a mature age

and Desdemona is innocent, obedient and almost child-like.
s the fact that there is an element of jealousy and trustfulness in Othello along with a

But even more important i
This makes him misunderstand Desdemona and Cassio and makes

weakness in understanding people’s real characters.
him blind to the villainy of Tago until it is too late.

Thus we see that Othello is more an agent of his own tragedy rather than a victim of outside machinations.

(b) “The fantasy in A Midsummer Night's Dream is made acceptable against the background of real
human actions and emotions.” Discuss.
is a comedy, incorporating four different story lines which
lines are the story of the two pairs of lovers the story
Oberon and Titania and their fairy retainers and

Night's Dream”

Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer
drama set-up. These story

intertwine to present a fantasy—reality
of Theseus, Duke of Athens and Hippolyta, Queen of the Amazons,

the play-within —the— play actors of Pyramus and This be .
and Lysander and Helena and Demetrius and the story involving Theseus and

f love, jealousy, anger, misunderstanding. The Theseus- Hippolyta
reality to the story or play.

ar emotions of love, jealousy, anger hate,
fairy tangles. Into this tangle
d with the donkey —
e lovers quarrels and ik

The love tangle of Hermia
Hippolita are charged with real human emotions o
story too has strong human emotional strains that give a sense of

The Oberon — Titania plot though involving fairies brings in simil
Il this merges with the human problems with Puck creating more human —

ay with its actors, as for instance Titania being infatuate
ance the pleasant fairy —tale — like atmosphere and th
and everybody is satisfied.

everything is sorted out
e making the drama a pleasant

revenge and a
s also woven in the Pyramus — Thisbe p!
headed Bottom. Music, songs and dances enh

emotional reactions balance against thesc. Finally
malkes the fairy — tale like setup acceptabl

This balance of fantasy and reality

| 5 SRR
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when Marianne Ewists
“n0 moderation” and from the st
ect and )

feclings and tastes

All their feelings wi
Ms. Jennings enjo
warned her mo
in London Willough
adults advice or caution

in
th a warmth :
yed the situation teasing joking,

by avoids and ignores Marianne

the young peopl
n her own. Al

e. Elionor w.

irrespo
e irresp . ith l.cv-,ference to the text.

a

whose sensibility

and encouraging t

n

ther to make sure about an engageme '
and denies any €ngage

ho is wise finds no of

| the adults fall into thesa

I

temperammta], and 'i“éaliai[,j

connected 0 love and marriage m .
nd the older generation. The folfr'neir‘if
el

st .
and \X/illoughby while the latter group ‘ind‘,ldelgf'

mong others:

Mariann€ whic !

hby were extreme. Willoughby too seen}ed 0 s

was as strong as Marianne’s “entereg
eir excessive display of them.” Sir ol
ane’s EXcesses worried Elionoy |
Elionor for doubting. Finallyy
ianne is devastated. None of
n her own problem fega'rd
xception of Colonel Bran

h gets off to a start very romy, |

g th
hem. Maria
d chided

e to turn to i

me category with thee
¢ to suffer like Maria

Edward but has to manage o
g is that the young hav

- Thus the outcome of the lack
or think intelligently and keep contro

of adult advice and understandin
| over feelings like Elinor.

(c) For whom does Gordimer have more sympathy Maureen or July? Justify your opinion w

reference to the text.
d still existed. It deals with

White leadership have stat
attacking the whites. There is killing and destuction on both sides and July the loyal ‘boy’ of the Smales takes them -
and Mrs. Smale (Bam and Maureen)and their three children to the safely of his village. Life there is primilive and:
Smales who have got away in their yellow bakkie leaving home, goods and savings behind, are given July’s mother-

Jlaw’s hut and begin living like the other villagers.
2d been the faithful servant in the city, treated with a sort of patronizing kindness. F

here in his own village July’s position changes. He has his family; his people look up to him; his masters are nc
dependent on his protection and help. Their roles and attitudes change. In his own domain ﬁlly is the head of |

family and a man looked up to in his community.
. : The ch.anges in lattitudes are mostly brought out through July and Maureen in their relationships. In the ci
July had nothing to gain beyond money.... “In the beggarly denominations a servant knows.” Here he hagi.d’ i
- respect and responsibility. In the city Maureen was the mistress. “July had to do what he was told by th'. B ¥
S y tals woman.

But here her authority diminishes. She and her fami
- _ : ily are completel _ _
:;:h;lta;an attitude .surfac.es for instance regarding the b ak!};ie keys, OP; i;ee}’ rri:gillde;l; og .]Lély.al\l’et the earlier whi
B ac ast;ople in their own right is seen through the actions and speech of ﬁllg 'il ﬁxa ually the emergence
rising of the native people and the action of Maureen running away in pani y till finally we see a for ok
anic.

South Africa when Aparthei

ovel “July’s people deals with
delined and suffering under

Nadine Gordimer’s n
African majority si

White — Black issue. The black South

For fifteen years July h
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3 J b),’]alz,lfl fe in Irdand ar as the wrriter, himg “t.sh "‘41-
p 5(36{1'0“]1 sher efcrrcd to the “paralysis” he 5 Sayy %”

wi[h t ld cision ‘This is scen in all the Stories ; m 'tg
a[ion an 4 you ng woman /ummé to gﬁt 2Viay . 47
o away Vi ith her lover, a sajlo; Aty

ad 10 802"
};c |m:;cnt nd . “The Boardmg House” I 5 M; the |

use is typical of wo
boarding hﬁ ] 132:5 ngtoge E’e“ Iunp;
ical of mothers p get the beg; - i 7

2
is also ;

ng; She’ ch families knowmg i aCd/ how 10 get the best

ns hand in glove for survival,

world over working
| problem they be
Faced with a persona 81N 10 ¢
lf)mg’hc chrewd Dolly who then played the POOT Outrgg va%‘
is fepumtlon, could Polly with her questionabe E;,mly%

. ob, b
issue- Doanf;sigs Doran " 10h1shjz CONSCIENCE wervesees: Half his mind told him he was i
mothersab]c ol mmlakluspn}:1 lgmll’ld e fell into the trap- This again is 2 common humap s”Uanom
m

e unablff;o Boarding House is the universal and ubiquitous.

Thus Joyces 1he
e ic j Go and catch a falling star)
() What characteristics of a lyric justify Song (Go and catc star) or To : Sl

called ‘Iyrical’? \ A

Alyricisasong, a verse—presentatlon which can be sung. Lyrics inci lude various, hvmns, dJIUtS- th

musical quality or musicality.
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L '\W?e;i;;:rzz:sger D Q,““C’SV“G? and catch a falling Star” and Shelley’s left (-)u[ “To skylark we find their contents
e he R ' .onn(ci.s eyl Metaphysical with the features of Metaphysical poetry while Shelley’s poem
written in the Romantic tradition lays emphasis on emotions or extreme feelings. Yet both poems show a musicality of

their own.
The three verses of Y e ez .
Donne’s poem are alike in structure being nine lines each with the seventh and eighth short

yet marching.

“And finde

What wmde”

The lines also show a definite thyme pattern
“It thou findest one, let mee know , - a
such a pilgrimage were sweet; - a

yet do not, I would not goe, - a

Though at next door wee might -b

The language too is simple and clear enhancing the musicality.

In Shelleys ‘Skylark’ too we see these same qualities of rhythm and musicality which create the effect of the bird
rising higher and higher. This poem too is dramatic and musical with a similar type of language and rhyme.

Thus both poem could be considered to be lyrical although they belong to different periods and have been

written following a different poetic tradition
The question requires a write -up on one of the poems. Hence either poem can be answered on the above lines.

b) Show how Frost makes great poetry out of an ordinary event in “Mending Wall”

Robert Frost is a poet hailing from the farming area of New England and his poems usually start off with an
a universal significance. This is so in Mending Wall” too.

veryday activity in his area but end with
an appointed day to repair the rough stone wall that separates their

The narrator and his neighbour meet on
ropertics as some of the stones (‘boulders”) have fallen oft during the winter. The speaker regards this as an unnecessary
wskas

“He is all pine and I am apple orchard”

but the neighbour sticks to an old outdated idea

“Good fences make good neighbours”

vall, which is really to no purpose, Frost puts across the idea of unity and the
st because they have been handed down from generation to generation. He
orn tradition because “He will not go behind his
ality in action.

Through this task of mending a v

ndency to keep to old outdated ideas ju
he neighbour) moves in darkness” for he just accepts a time - w
ther’s saying” The need for people to be together, united, and not separate themselves and also practic

another issue presented.
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