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This is an extract from the drama “Othello” by William Shakespeare. The speaker is Othello and the words

() e addressed. to-De.sdemfc_ma, the handkcrch‘ief concerned being Othello’s gift to his wife. The questioning is :
Jone on the instigation of Iago who has obtained the handkerchief through his wife Emilia and used it to rouse i

Othellos jealousy against Cassio and his anger against and distrust of Desdemona. This incident to one of the
initial steps that lead to the final tragedy. *

These lines are from the comedy ‘A Midsummer Night's Dream’ by William Shakespeare. The lines given are
n by Theseus Duke of Athens, and addressed to his wife Hippolyta, at their palace in Athens, towards the
d of the play when all the problems have been unravelled and a happy ending to the strange mixups has

” =

spoke

very en
been achieved. {
i

In this extract from the drama “The Seélgull’J by Anton Chekov, the spcaker is Trepliov, the son of the well- ;
known actress Arkadina. He is speaking to his uncle Sorin , his mother’s brother. He too is artistic, a writer and 2 ;
dreamer with new attotudes towards the theatre buc feels over -shadowed by his mother whose love and approval f
he craves for but does not get. It is these frustrations that he is trying to express to Sorin in the given extract. i

(@)  This extract is from Garcia Lorca’s play “The House of Bernarda Alba” and features a conversation between
Bernarda and her servant regarding Maria Josefa’s (Bernarda’s mother) behaviour while the family was at the
father’s funeral. The daughters too are present. Bernarda keeps her old mother locked up and treats her cruelly

preventing the neighbours from hearing what she says :

@ Theisan extract from Samuel Beckett's play “Waiting for Godot” a pay belonging to the category of the Theatre
of the Absurd. The words are those of Pozzo, addressed to Estragon. Pozzo along with Lucky, has run into the
two tramps waiting for Godot and rhe tramps tell him about Godot whom nobody knows.

' () This extract from Charles Dickens” novel ‘Great Expectations’ refers to the time when Pip now in London is
nursed by Joe. Pip after coming to London, to be a gentleman feels himself superior to the Kind-hearted Joe
is rather ashamed of him but Joe never changes. In London he nurses Pip back to health despite the way Pip
has treated him after he moved to London. Further,

< ¥ . .
gentleman’ when he addresses him as ‘ir’ This brings out t
Pip who loses his head’ with his advent to London society as he regards it.

we see here Joc’s manner towards Pip since he became a
he simplicity and true goodness of Joe in contrast to

In this passage from Jane Austen’s novel “Sense and Sensibilicy” we get a glimpse of the characters of John :
Dashwood and his wife Fanny. With the sudden death of the father Mrs Dashwood and her three daughters 1
find themselves left without a home of their own and with very little money. John Dashwood the step-brother |
though rather selfish meant to help them financially as a duty but his wife talks him out of it with various selfish

reasons being put forward. This extract brings out this situation.
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by Nadine Godimer. The story deals wig, an i
le” y s

. Magi
| “uly's Peop hite colonists. In this set-up July f, E Neq ,
.' ct is-from the nove gainst the w
(0  This exted

. ,il . . ; 5 ] - d .
le of an AfrlCa“. g rs to the safety of his village where VY tos Ownp, M Mgy
the coloured P}TOP family brings his employe 0
hite fa
en]ightened white

local women collecting wild spinach for food etc. July tejls |,  not,
i k with the loca
Smale tries to Wor

3w . L3 odot . eQn
hly asks whether hes afraid she will tell his wife about the Woman hg had ; hi, $he
her childishly as
disagrees and rat

0 the tity
‘ ” by Nihal de Silva’s and
| “The Road from E]cphant P,ass b}’ tion by the arm ” rif?rs 10 the Uty i
(d)  This extract is from the IIO\"C1 eibowhete Kamala faces an nterroga Y b Y regar Ing the infofma '0
Kamala and the Ca?ta“:i to Cgi\(/)ulge to the army in CoIombo.'The Extract rl?fs o;lt the undergt,, ding i
she claimed she wished to the two characters from different communities, dye to the clog,
sympathy that has developed between' o oy Peois i et 1 Colomlss
) :Irld difficulties they underwent in their dangerous |

a“to
etdle - 2

3 Ihl €xtrac i f om he h() O[y “A Iemporaly Mﬂ[[cr by |ul’np.a ‘ k-
. nOWs trledt ;s ;.[TIC:]'.CQ S'IhI:irStI:narriage haS beeﬂ aﬁ:ected by the Stlll‘bl[_tll OrI theilr ﬁfS[ (:hil
n . . f h
) Oweieit[tnerfuption seems to I'CViVC their relationShlP Whell they t H a other perS()tlaI Se( L
P €11 eac || [’]

kept to themselves. But the revelations have an opposite effect when Shoba reveals'the a
made to move out.

Shoba g Indigy,
d but 4 tep, omy)
ets they had hithery,
Trangemens g, hed

This extract.given here is from the poem “A Far Cry from Africa”
. apoet of mixed nationality and as such a product of mixed culty
Kikiyu tribe in the British colony and the violent brutigh manner

mixed blood “I who am poisoned with the blood of both” is faced
~ which side can he take? Where does he stand?

circumstances,

a Commonwealth
res. The poem deal
in which it was han
with a psyct
a problem that can affect 4] pe

poem by Derek Walcop,
s with an uprising of e
dled. The writer who of
1logical problem in this contest-
ople of hybrid birth tinder cery
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Part B

: lwﬂ‘a atrastin the development of th
hesh i :v(l)lich culminates in It’heirn la(;t e Ch?:;wters of Desdemona and Emilia n Shakespeares

0 ; scene alone togeth . . oo .
; options available t . gether, PrOVldes important insights into
the dlﬂ‘e'renthepchan S takeo ;?Vlve.s and women at the time. Respondl;o this stategr}l:ent by
ontrastin 8 place in Desdemond’s and Emilias behaviour and understanding

. the course of the play.

Juring

Asthe play
«p maiden

«Othello” starts we learn a e -
bout the run-away marriage of Desdemona who in her fathers words was’

never bold

of spirit $0 il and quiet that her motion

plushed at herself”

with Othello who wa
cheraft and charms but

s a Moore and much older than her. Brabantio, her father, complains to the Duke imputing

Desdemona openly confesses her love for Othello and her duty towards him. On

Otht.:llo is ca}léd upon as General of the Venetian forces to proceed to Cyprus. Desdemona goes too- The
iabolically evil lago goes there too along with other key characters in the drama such as Cassio, and Emilia

Desdemona’s companion and waiting - woman.

Ligo' ploittiﬂg is put into operation in Cyprus creating jealousy,
rybody’s crusted friend and help-mate. He gets Emilia to get the handkerc

and makes use of it to further his plot.

Caught in the web of Tago's intrigue Othello’s j

childishness and her efforts to help Cassio make matters
Emilia for comfort, Support and more or less as a confidante Othello too turns t Emi

und check on what Iago has told him. Emilia is honest and tells him frankly about De

“I durst, my lord to wager she is hone

. heust of wit
the same day
jeaJOUS andd
i there 100 3

misunderstanding and tensions while he himself

hief, Othello’s gift to Desdemona,

[emains Ve

ealousy and mistrust mounts while Desdemona’s innocence and
worse. In this context Desdemona turns more and more to
lia to find out about Desdemona

sdemona’s innocence

St

Lay down my soul at Stat€........:
If any wretch has put this in your

nts curse’

s more understanding, Supportive,
ndent on Emilia

head

Let heaven requite it with the serpe
out-spoken honest and upright

Thus as the plot proceeds Emilia become
while Desdemona becomes more confused, helpless and depe

: In their final scene togeth
in Venice, about faithfulness and faithlessnes

Des : Would you do such a deed?
Emilia : Why would you not doit?
Des : No. I swear by the heavenly light
~ Emilia : Nor would I do such a thing in the lig

Thus we see the different options © ives and women at

¢ actions, attitudes and lives of women

comments on th
d. She asks Emilia about her views

er Desdemona questions and
. She is shocked by what she is tol

ht of the sun. But I might do it casily in the dark”

pen to Wi chat time.
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a Panel of teachers (all white) appoint d

e . ed by the Education D :

post hlghl):‘g:?lllatriiia:tldslm.l) DI Pt ovince called for a ban on ‘Jul‘;’Psa;’tel::;;:’ zistz‘elt;rﬁ::l:
Py » sexist, patronising, one-sided and out dated” Do you agrce with this

at it was
ssessment of the novel.

s

: imer’s “July’s People” i : _

- Na(_ime C}izri/hites WI{O >i1ave bPe: 0 j 4 story based on an imagined uprising of the native coloured people of
Afiicd agamstft 1 brings his former hi ominating over them. July the coloured servant of the more enlightened
hite ale h?ljéne); i fs o the new\;v tn:e emp.loycrs B;?m and Maureen and their three children to the safety of his
sillagt: The chli®” -Jservant laci ehjup. casily. Bfﬂlm is easy going and acceps the change; but the new set-up, the
f the master. s e Y confusing and difficult for Maureen. July’s position too changes. In his
among his OWI} pEOp le he is no longer the better- looked -after faithful servant of white employers but a
dupto by his own people. The taking of the switch keys is symbolic of the changes in authority.

ike the African wives are not quite

men and July tells her not to

ding the head of a family unit,

deepening rift between

d finally when a plane

o0 villagC,

en who faces the complexities of adjustment. Her efforts to be |
she tries to collect wild spinach for cooking like the local wo

lem. Moreover July in his native environment is a person of stan

not a humble servantina white household. The change causes
sed. She feels lost, scared, an

¢ is Maure
ful, For instance

success v
Communication isa prob

fehead of 2 small community; ‘
Masseen and Barm- She makes sexual overtures t ] uly and is repul

i« heard she runs, uncaring, just for survival.

Thus though based on an imagined situation “July’s Peop
Possible effects that can arise when tables are turned in places where one group Over-

stioned in the question is far from acceptable.

le” is a strikingly effective eye - opener revealing the
rules another Hence the assessment

me
@) Nihal de Silva’s «The Road form Elephant Pass” has been described as an “effective thriller” Where
“his acute awareness of our contemporary political, social and economic problems malke the novel
“pore valuable.... than (a) mere exciting narrative” critically assess this perspective using detailed

examples from the text to support your position.
Pass” is the story of a Sinhala Army Caprain and a female Tamil
TTE being forced to be together facing difficulties and dangers in travelling frc})lm ]afcflna to Colomt;lo duri}?g the
heioht of th . o ~ ich they get t© understand each other and see one another as human
ghi of the ethnic war - 2 OUE"S lephant Pass rather late in the day when the Sinhala

beings despite communal differences.
Captain W : le LT ber to Jaffna to be sentto Colombo as she says she has some
ptain Wasantha has to take a Tamil female - the delayed start, the arrival in Jaffna is late and the

vital inf : g s he arm
vehicle ?é:lsaitrﬁg zhcfezvcllllly(::t‘i%{cf(r)zz ;(/)hticfl Etl)nl)): d Kamala escape alive from here starts the dangerous
teek to Colombo which makes it imperative for the tw epend on each other.
The lagoon had to be crossed they had to g0 through villages buy food ehange 'mowi’
~ Capuain did not know Tamil ... he had to depend-on Kamala who also cha‘ljged his :lame lzod a
- brother with a head injury; who was in such pain that all he could say Was Enda thala nokudu
With Kamala taking the Jead in these areas that she knew and where she b

: i through t
breath escapes, danger and adventureat every turnl the two made their way 7 g A e
EPDP member Was another breath - laking milestone in

. %amotor bike and papers from an
LN ; k through jungle when Wasantha and Kamala get to know more
ext comes the hazardous nEIVE - her as human beings Kamalas enthusiasm and knowledge about

- ad more abg ~ d

B d ar . . A

B ore "_‘bom one another and beglf;to reg oser tO . they begin to understand, Sympathxsc with and feel
T . v war drawn €O - 4

erard ‘ 0 O oarennter with the deserters i

Nihal de Silva’s “The Road form Elephant

the captain an

o foes tod .
rdinary clothes.... The

su her sick, concussed

(My head hurts)

ad to converse in Tamil; with hair-
he LTTE held areas. The snatching

eir adventurous escape.

e~ ehale ~Anirarcatiang

n Wilpathu when Wasantha g |

7]
t
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hat have created the ethnic problem and understa, g
g s that
f the basic reason

at g
. y UI
n ‘effective thriller’. )

. H o) a ; Itad g
 writer’s understanding lem is an added value to | ;

to an answer to the prob

Short Story

W £ thi 05t ing
o, 0 . . 0 t l_s sto -us . .

isy in society? Write a critical appreciation 1y justify;

criticising hypocrisy in s

ng Youy che: Iy
insightful in criticising hypocrisy in socje
ies i llabus the most insig : N
Of the six shor(ti iOfEfﬁéﬁf&i?Zh ais set against a typical Sri Lankan background, Further thOth - i,
Fernando’s ‘Action and Rea

. .. oL e
f ly, be said that the issues considered in it have changed - in fac some of the o moe
it cannot, unfortunately, :
years ago it ca A
glaring today.

Ty seemg to

isy in society is revealed in the story through the narration, observations arllld.com}r)ne 1hinda,

f HYPOCUSI}J’OY from Payagala, then as a university student and finally as a;l )lroung Man living abrgyg and hop, o
oun ) T , .
h:s};;:ya‘}r:rho sies the actions and attitudes of his ‘pious’ aunt for what they really are

In the story social hypocrisy in general and religious hypocrisy in parti.cular are brou
and attitudes of Loku Nenda and her fawning relations. Loku Nenda, 2 fairly well-to-d

‘shradda’, held up as the correct example for the young like Mahinda “How disappointed

ght our throﬁ

- through ¢he ACtion
O Spinster, s ¢

he €pitome of

will be, » Her

falictle girl. Kusuma, from Very poor
this child. Apparently the req] motive
ging by ‘training’ a servant 4 replacement for Salpi who was

» taught face making which would bringina
married and finally ryrped into a hard tough woman far more full of false piety

useful income, preve
than her mistress,

nted from getting

relatives, society in general who atdmlreE
fgence of a right thinking society freeo

40l
) . ; ) ﬂd '1.'.7
James Joyces “Ihe Boarding House aeffeasoﬂ
. O We see sociq] and religious hypocrisy alld-ltsthe familf
CWs are selfigh, and false but the older people in

P (at
. his 51
Pt them of 4 least seem to do so Mahinda andd will 0F
generation'arc critical and realize their falsity 5
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(1

(2)

(3)

(4)

(6)

(1)

2

(3)

ation in the reactor unit premises or vicinity, M

Petya and Mikhail are both at the Chernobyl power Sting his feet and baiting a book in the Prip,

ing 1 i i s soak
getting ready to run a turbine test while Petya wa
the reactor’s cooling tower..

: , t day an
What the speaker means is that the famllyl werent lucky that day
dangerous position unwittingly a the tone Is ironic.
-hardy but had
people before playing around with dangerous equipment alld y . ::mh . thing” | nly
understanding of what went on inside a reactor could have don

The writer's opinion is that these people were fool-hardy and thought dmem;fsl\;;s sori\:ery kﬂ?‘wled
experienced. As such they thought they could improve on the safety measalll{fest-h e Z;.: e b
no understanding.... could have done such a thing” and also there was make things safer.

The writer description of the night of April 26th 1986, creates a build - up of tension starting with the W0 shop,
opening sentences which have a lulling effect

“The town slept. The countryside slept” leading on through what Mikhail _a“d Petya were (.iOiﬂg " Dormal eyep,
night actions - and then focussing on the “dangerous test” that was to end in such a great.dlsastcr. This Paragrap,
creates in the mind of the reader the sense of impending danger; the awareness of sudden disaster which could haye
been avoided.

aj Wag
OU[side s

yat IiVel-

d each family member happcned toh
e “1 3

exp Cr, iCnc
Men wih No

The writer’s description of the night of the Chernoby disaster as given in paragraph 2 starts with brief by,
remarks which create the feeling of underlying evil about to break lose - an eerie feeling =

Cryptic

“The town slept. The countryside slept .. Ukrgin was sleeping...”

But what was happening behind all this? The focuss then shifts to Petya and Mikhail about to try out a “dangeroys
test” by themselves at night, lacking experience, tampering with “critical control systems. The fool hardness of what

is going to be done and the gathering sense of something drastic about to burst forth as the end
is reached. -

of the paragraph

The soldier’s thoughts and feelings are apparently focussed on the dangers of sudden attack. Softer feel

ing seems
dead in him and the word “concrete” would best describe the man and his state of mind.

The movement of the poem at the start is calm but not quite relaxed indicating that the guard has assumed duty
and will be on the lookout for trouble. In the second stanza readiness, alertness is indicate?i. The guard is on edge,
awalits action, is impatienc for it, In the third stanza a woman has got into an anchored junk for morning ablution.
The river flows leisurely. No requirement for action seems needed. But idleness has goton the guard’s nerves. Action
is needed He aims at the innocent women his tension eased by an unnecessary strike He relaxes. .

The juxtaposition of the actions brings out the uselessness and callousness of the Vietnam war.

Thus, they must have belonged to the lower middle class with the man pretending to be from an upper class.

The repetive use of ‘idly’ creates the impression of the

. purposelessness uselessn ; ied out just for the
use of weaponry on which so much money has been j ess of a war carried out

nvested and for no real purpose,
"The poet obviously feels this to be an unnece

ssary conflict with the w illi i i r the use of
weaponry that would otherwise remain id. anton Killing of innocents just fo

NNr

geable and :

e )

il
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