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decide which of them you will prioritise. )
tructions:

‘Use the additional reading time (0 go through the question papér, select the questions you will answcr.]

*#  This question paper consists of four questions.

All questions are compulsory. T

Write a composition on ONE of the fol

lowing topics, paying attention to relevant facts and
| supporting evidence, structure, organization

, coherent argument, accurate language and expression.

:' _I;r--.' ¥ : (30 marks)

s _J}__Q/fdentify What you consider to be the essential qualities of '.'_?_dﬂ?_ﬂlsc)c____iet__x:. and explain

-“'I ~  what changes you think should be made in Sri Lanka in this regard.

Pt s 7 = T 7 . B e .

‘ ;..'_.-(_-2) To misquote Walter "Benjamin, “there is no monument to civilizatio
. same lime a monument to exploitation.” Do you agree?

~ (3) Write a story that incorporates the idea “expectations always hurt, but it is better to be

~ disappointed than never to have hoped at all.”

Write a review of a recent film or contemporary play that you have seen
xamines the role played by traditional family structures and values in

n which ‘is not at the

» Which critically
supporting social

a report on the effects of corruption in Sri Lanka.

ﬁ%’ileanmo’nand précis.
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eclass] — teachers, students, journalists, ayurvedic physici

"I’he Jgadership of this class agitation [. . . ] was taken by the Sinhala
. | and by Buddhist monks who saw an integral connection between religion

early as 1951, the All-Ceylon Swabasha Teachers Trade Union |. . . | argued for making
1 Sinhala and Tamil official languages. In their role as teachers, they saw this as a
ulmination of the movement to make the national languages the medium of instruction.
'Ifhey sought to mobilize people for this movement on the bgsis of cultural identity: they
_.'ﬂi"_d-g(Lspe the demand only as a democratic political necessity — administration to be
conducted in the language of the people — but also in terms of asserting and safeguarding
a national identity: "We do not believe that there is a single citizen who cannot participate

in this struggle when it is considered not so much as a political struggle, but as a struggle
to obtain cultural rights."

-_'1'The rhetoric used [by chauvinists employs| characteristic elements of [lower middle-class]
1deology, namely antagonism towards "alien influences." It was argued that this just demand
- was being resisted by the English-speaking ruling class. "We have to lay bare the base
stratagems of those who are trying to make a little England out of this golden island
[- . - | by rooting out the national language with its proud history of over 2000 years".
4Another feature of this mobilizing effort was that it was agddressed solely to the Sinhalese

[ - . ] [with] minority groups being generally left out. These tendencies easily permitted
- the later conversion of this campaign to a ‘Sinhala-Only' movement.
L s

Thi ughout this period, in the face of spreading language chauvinism, the Left persisted

mpioning the cause of both languages. [In 1954] Dr. S A Wickremasinghe [. . . |
to those, like Sir Ivor Jennings, who doubted whether the national languages could
eeds of a modernizing society. Wickremasinghe spoke of the ancient and rich
_Tamil and Sinhala languages and cultures, and argued that the struggle
rialism nce_ded_ the backing of a united people, a unity which could be{o_rgsd

_of parity of languages. o

i Jayawardena Selected Essays Colombo, 2017. [564 words]

decply on the language issue, in the belief that swabasha would|
~ greater access to higher educational facilities and to lucrative|




only.

) Tamil State Councilors fought hard to include Tamil as an official language alongside
(&) The term Swabasha actually meant Sinhala and not all indigenous languages.
(@ J. R. Jayewardene was an active member of the State Council in the 1940s.

I

) The phrase “integral connection between religion and language” as used in paragraph 3
 refers to the fact that
- (a) all religions are based on the language that the believers of each religion speakX
- (b) religion and language arc the same. &
- () religion and language are mutually exclusive aspects of the same reality.

(d) the relationship between language and religion affects each of these two components.

~ (4) In relation to this excerpt, the “struggle 1o obtain cultural rights” |paragraph 4] is different from
- a political struggle because
; v (a) in a political struggle the focus will be on democratic rights and norms.

() cultural rights place greater emphasis on identity concemns.

"""(c) cultural struggles are more inclusive and less controversial than political
struggles.

" (d) of all of the above.

In the specific context of this passage, which of the following is an example of “the
rhetoric used by chauvinists [which] employs characteristic elements of lower middle-class
ideology™? |paragraph 5]

"1-1'4 (@) Foreign forces are opposed to the empowerment of local languages through the
= local elites who wish to maintain colonial hierarchies.

~ (b) Swabasha education will give Sinhala students more opportunities for upward social

mobility.

Everything that originates locally is good and useful.

e Anglicised elites are deliberately devaluing local culture for their own benefit,
: S“"! i -

tion of Ivor Jennings’ concern that Sri Lanka’s national languages cannot meet
of modemization |paragraph 6] is

that Sinhala and Tamil are ancient languages with long and distinguished

il languages are needed to ensure unity in the anti-imperialist
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cribe the language parity issue chronologically.
' identify key determiners of the language parity issue and present these arguments
thematically.
_ (¢) focus on the contribution of the Left parties in the language parity issue.
~ (d) explain what language parity has meant in Sri Lankan political history.
/ 'ﬁ? ) The central argument of this excerpt is that
%w b - {a) atempts at language parity were ill-conceived from the beginning as a result of
' language chauvinism, inevitably resulting in discrimination and disunity.
(b) but for the Left parties, language parity status would have been much worse.
(¢) the rise in language chauvinism resulted in the erosion of minority rights.
(d) the lower middle-class spearhcaded the Sinhala Only Act of 1956.*

:_ll_t‘.s‘ |
-I-._hc main objective of this passage is 1o

(a) explain the history of parliamentary debates on the official language policy.X

(b) demonstrate the key role played by Dr. Wickremasinghe and his party in shaping
the official language policy debate.X

(c) analyse the trajectory of the official language debate in order to demonstrate that

“— its roots lay in Sinhala linguistic chauvinism.

(d) provide key profiles of the main protagonists and core principles governing the
official language debates.

‘a précis, summarising the passage given in question No. 2 above, following the instructions
below. Use your own words as far as possible. (20 marks)

Iﬂ:{jgegm the précis on a new sheet. Divide your page into S calumps, and number the lines.

below it, using your own words as|

DO




about the apples?”
. boys signora: Michele, Giovanni. . . *

wbmén grew angry. She seized Pepe by the shoulder and shook him:
ver me, did you deliver the apples?" she cried.

- endure it all out of respect for the signora, for you, signora. But when they began to poke
~ fun at my mother, | decided | had had enough. I put the basket down and you ought to

_.u" have seen, good signora, how neatly I pelted those little devils with those apples. You would
ve enjoyed it!”

. "Oho, that's a beauty! What a language!" [. . .|

l_stcr who was much older, but not smarter than he, went to work as a housemaid
a owned by a rich American. Her appearance a!lered at once; she bccame neat and
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ickly converted the American’s trousers into a very convenient costume
result of their efforts was a somewhat loose, baggy but not uncomfortable
the | houlders by bits of string that could be tied around the neck, with the
cets serving as sleeves.

might have turned out an even better and more convenient garment had the wife of

> own r of the trousers not interrupted their labours. She came into the kitchen and began
‘give vent to a string of very ugly words in many languages, pronounced equally badly, as
cmmary with Americans. . . . |and] did not calm down until her husband appeared on

- IV:"Ilrlﬂl'S up?” he asked. Whereupon Pepe spoke up:

“Signor, I am greatly astonished by the commotion your signora has raised, in fact I am

- somewhat offended for your sake. As far as | can see she thinks that we have spoiled the
- trousers, but | assure you that they are just right for me! She seems to think that 1 have
~ taKen your last pair of trousers and that you cannot buy yourself another pair. . . 5
The American, who had listened imperturbably to the speech, now remarked:

““And I think, young man, that I ought to call the police.”
| “Really,” Pepe queried in amazement, “what for?”

| “To take you to jail.”

Pepe was extremely hurt. In fact, b
{;?gjjg_,yg;th great dignity: ,
_ “If signor, it gives you pleasure [0 send people to jail, that is your affair! But 1 would not
T2 dothat if I had many pairs of trousers and you had none! 1 would give you two, perhaps
p ] e to wear three pairs of trousers at once! Especially

three pairs; although it is impossibl
er. . . ." [See Question 4]

e was ready to weep, but he swallowed his tears and

Pepe, saying: “That one will be an

. n shake their heads disapprovingly at
discernment, are of a different opinion:

‘But kinder folk, possessed of greater
be our poet. . . .

Maxim Gorky, “Tales from Italy” (written between 1906 and 1913) Translated

gjgp,g,l;_ Pepe do you prefer, and why?

(03 marks)|
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body was a TV'd massacre.

> body was a TV’d massacre that had to fit into sound-bites and word limits.

o2 my bedy was a TV’d massacre that had to fit into sound-bites and word limits filled

oug --w_.!,th statistics to counter measured response.

erfected my English and I learned my UN Resolutions.
he asked me, Ms. Ziadah, don't you think that every

»

ould just stop teaching so much hatred to your children?

thing would be resolved if
[Line 5]

ook inside of me for strength to be patient but patience is not at the tip of my tongue

e. Smile.
(Line 10]

We teach life, Sir.
Palestinians teach life after they h
‘teach life after they have built

ave occupied the last sky.

their settlements and apartheid walls, after the last

[Line 15]

o teach life, Sir. _ 1l
y my body was a TV'd massacre made to fit into sound bites and word limits,
"r.-"g_ive us a story, a human story.

this is not political.

about you and your people so give us a human story.|Line 20]

as a journalist to help you tell your story which is not & political|
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ha.we_ocmp;ed_the last sky”? (
.In this poem, WMLW of key phrases and complete Imeg?
What response does the author seek to achieve through this technique? (04

~ According to the author, this poem is a response (0 a fellow |oumalmt¢. mmm
“don’t you think that eyerything would be e resolved if you wou teaching

so much_hatred to your children?” [line 5] What are the ain compouentb:f,—tlus :






